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Expect to be bowled over by the works
on show at 'East meets West' by
Sligo-based artist Nick Miller and
Chinese micro-engraver Chen Zhongen

NUMBER of people have been
bowled over by work on show
In Sligo, part of which
includes microe-carving where
poems are carved down the
length of & single strand of
halr "East meets Wesl' in the Model Art
and Niland Gallery, Sligo is an intriguing
exhibition showing the work of Sligo-
based artist Nick Miller and Chiness
artist Chen Zhongen And while the cul
rures are very different, to the extent that
even the Toundations of thought stem
from differant bases, this exhibition is an
interesting mesting of both traditians
As Mick Miller has sald: “While there
are gaps between Chen and | in our respec
thve worlds and Intentions; our sirongest
link is in the primacy of our concerns
with human energy - painting, carving or
drawing with a brush ar simple tool as a
direct extension of the bodv and mind.”
Chen’s tiny microcarvings are execut
#d usiing a steel engraver, with the eves
closed. and lo & state of what could be
described a8 deep meditation. Using
ancient Chinese breathing and ensrgy
cultivation exercises known as Qlgong.
Chen deliberately radically slows his
heart rate and breathing and directs his
enorgles to the tip of the steel engraver
This meditative siate apparently gives
him the control required to create these
minuscule art works on hair and stomne
He carves Important Taodst, Buddhist
tects and classical posms sa small as o be
almast invisible to the noked eve. And the
calligraphy used is very much a visual ar
because the written language s not based
on an alphabet like owrs but |5 orlginally
derived from symbolic depictions of the
deas the words represent. Chen 2hongen
also produces atmospheric watercalour
and ink landscapes which draw strongly
on the raditional Chiness approach
Nick Miller is o Sligo-based palater well
known and respected for his expressive
poriraits and landscapes created in his
very personal styie. Hin latest palntings

‘Incob's
Dream'
2002, by
Patrick Hall,
showing st
the Green on
Red Gallery

reflect his great interest in Eastern philos
ophy and ways of life, and the Orlental
Inflwence on his work - and this does not
a8 you might expect result ln meticulous,
controlled, precise works, but rather in
free-flowing, intuitive, spontaneous, figu
rative-based watercalours

He describes his own reaction 1o thess
paintings: “... these watercolours 1ook me
by surprise ns radically different oblique
progressions of earlier work concorned
with drawing in close phyvalcol proximity
to the human fgure. While following my
normal cbservational dynamic, these
attempt & crossing East to an openness
and natiral response schieved through

the play of Tai Ji with the person prior ta
the execution of the watercolous
ferent way o achieve a ‘closer
B

This show - which is accompanled by
an lustrated catalogus - runs in Sligo
until 3 June, Chen Zhongen's works are
also on show In the Rubdeon, Du from
8 May to 1 June, and there are “Per
mances and Talks: East - West mad it
miero carving. calligrmphy and palniing*
In thee Chester Beatty Libeary, Dublin Cas-
the. on 11-12 May. For further detalls ar
booking telephone 01 40707506

A painter who likes to try to hold on o
the meditetive, semi-dreamlike state pres

entas you ewaken and to sustaln this from
rising in the morning to starting to work
In bis ptudio - is palnter Patrick Hall, Hall
who is exhibiting in the Green on Red
Gallery. Dublin, lives in rural west of Ire-
land as does Nick Miller and his family
and indesd readers who aitended the
recent "En Visage' exhibition at IMMA
may recall Miller's memorable insightful
partrait of Hall which was inehided in the
show

While his enrlier work may have been
identified with the urgency and vigour of
New Expressionism (though this devel-
aped from an abiding interest in Spanish
art rather than Cerman which bs ithe more
traditional root), his latest wark ks very
different

The collection of very small works and
o number of larger ones on show o the-
Gireen on Red {some of which were on
view In the Vangard Cork, and tha Butler
jallery Kilkenny recently) is compars-
lively serene. The work deals with big
lesues such as the human condition, life
anid death, and the possibility of an afer-
life. In some Instances, this takes the form
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of nature such as tiny still lives of fresh
plcked Nowers from his garden or o Littde
fiead bird. at other times In more biblical
magery such as the Crucificion, or Christ
Walking on the Water, or Angels Ascend-
Ing and Descending ints Heaven (whers
tiny primitive fMigures are suspended on
slender threads in front of & strange spec-
tral presence)

The legacy of those Spanish old mas-
ters who originally inspired him is still
obliquely in evidence, for instance in the
contrasts of brooding shadows and
obscure arvas with the light, creating ten
ston and ambiguity in what is not reveslod
as well as what is. and the probing. reflec
thve rellglous or personal introspection

Samé years back Hall said he wished to
simplify his work, and this he has
achieved. These are much Jess complex,
much less dramatic, much less raw, than
earller work. While thers is tension and
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