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Nick Miller's new exhibition
of drawings is titled simply
“Closer” - a reference, 1 think,
to the rather peculiar way in
which they are made.

His model lies oi the
ground on a large piece of
paper while Miller hangs over
them. swinging in a sling
inches above their face, his
breath mingling with theirs,
his stare returned at point
blank range as he scratches
his marks on to the paper.

It's almost like he's looking
into a mirror and his choice of
subjects — his wife, his mother,
his baby son and a succession
of close friends - suggests that
he's well aware of what he’s
doing, He's drawing them, but
he’s really looking at himself,

and he’s looking very closely.
It’s a bizarre, but powerful
waty of working that produces
extraordinary results with an
intensity that marks Miller as
one of the most interesting
figurative artists around.

Also worth a visit this week
is the London Original Print
Fair at the Roval Academy in
Piccadilly: it’s smaller than
maost art fairs, with just 26
specialist print dealers, but
with unusually high standards.
It runs from Thursday to 16
April, 11am to 6pm.
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